Report on the 4th Transfusion Medicine course for Arabic speaking countries in Northern Africa and the Middle East ATMC 4

The 4th Transfusion Medicine Course (ATMC 4) was conducted in the Faculty of Medicine and health sciences of the University of Sharjah- UAE on the 11th-13th December 2007.

The chairman of the organizing committee was Dr Amin El Amiri who is currently assistant undersecretary at the Ministry of health UAE. The course was conducted under the patronage of the Minister of health who attended the opening ceremony and welcomed the participants and the speakers.

A total of 350 participants attended the course from 32 countries. The course covered, over three days (11-13 December 2008) a range of current scientific and technical developments in transfusion practice. Participants attended the course this year from Pakistan, Malaysia and for the first time from Lebanon and Iraq. (Annex 1, Course programme ATMC 4, 2007)
The faculty consisted of 19 speakers, four of whom were from the region (Annex 2 List of speakers). The programme included 13 activity/country reports and three workshops on the following issues: TTIs, Hospital Transfusion practice, Processing storage and distribution. 

This year’s course has seen further improvement in the quality, and increase in the number of poster presentations to 25. Authors of the best three posters were given prizes and will be invited to give their posters as oral presentations at next year’s course in Damascus (Annex 3 List of posters).

The funds provided by the foundation covered the travel expenses of all the guest speakers and 12 of the 13 participants who presented the activity reports. The organizing committee of the course was able to raise local funds to cover the accommodation for the speakers and most of the participants from outside of the UAE

The Budget provided by the grant from the foundation will also cover the expenses for one steering group meeting and two trips to prepare next year’s course in Damascus and to set up the Regional Voluntary Haemovigilance Scheme (RVHS) and additional funds to improve the website. An estimated budget of €5000 has been set aside for these activities. 

ATMC 5 that is planned to take place in Damascus on 5-8 November 2008 under the patronage of the Syrian Ministry of Higher Education and the University of Damascus. The scientific and organizing committee is composed of Dr Tahani Ali, Syria, Dr Salwa Hindawi, KSA, and Professor Kamal Boukef, Tunisia. 

ATMC budget line continues to be managed by the coordinators and the ISBT treasurer (Annex 4 Current financial statement). 

I am pleased to (Annex 5 Course evaluation) of the course prepared by Professor Boukef using a form that has been improved in the light of comments obtained from the feedback of participants in ATMC 3 held in Jeddah in 2006.

The ISBT ATMC executive team acknowledges the support given by the foundation, and it would be appreciated if the grant is extended to provide the support required for the next course in Damascus 5-8 November 2008. 

Based on last year’s expenses it is estimated that the budget required for ATMC 5 and the related activities is €30,000. I attach the budget (Annex 6), the first announcement for ATMC 5 (Annex 7), and the ATMC 5 provisional programme (Annex 8) which has been extended to three and half days for joint activities with the Red Cross/Red Crescent regional societies in the region as well as the activities of three standing working groups to follow the impact of ISBT ATMC educational input in the areas of Donors, Quality and Component safety.

I am submitting this report on behalf of my colleagues of the Executive team and would be grateful if the above-mentioned grant would be approved. I shall be happy to submit any further records or documents that may be required by the Foundation Board.

Dr G S Gabra

ISBT ATMC Coordinator

48 St Peters Road, Harborne

Birmingham, B17 0AY

United Kingdom

thegabras@blueyonder.co.uk
thegabras@easynet.co.uk
thegabras@yahoo.co.uk
Date: 02/03/08
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