ISBT EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES EXTEND TO THE LAND OF THE GODDESS ASHTAR

The Grand Bloudan Hotel lies on the beautiful hilltops of the paradise land of Syria, 50 kilometres from Demashk (Damascus) and one hour away from the Lebanese border and the city of Beirut. It was built in 1943 and was used in the sixties for the first meeting of the newly formed Arab League. 

Goddess Ashtar the “Lightbringer” and divine personification of the planet Venus once lived on these same hilltops of the mythological paradise of ancient Babylon. She was the most important member of the Babylonian Pantheon. She was in the same time goddess of fertility, love, and war and was used as the logo for the Fifth Transfusion Medicine Course for the Arabic Speaking Countries of North Africa and the Middle East (ATMC5). The course’s organising committee claimed this year the Grand Bloudan, from the ancient Gods of Babylon, to be the venue for ATMC5 this year

Dr. Tahani Ali is an active member of ISBT ATMC steering group and the chairman of the course’s scientific and local organising committee. She is Professor of Haematology and transfusion medicine and former Director of Damascus University Hospital blood bank. 

The theme of the course this year was “Safety, Quality and Training in Transfusion medicine”. International speakers and experts from the region covered topics of importance such as environmental and laboratory safety, waste disposal, haemovigilance, the role of hospital transfusion safety officers, GMP and safety of the transfusion process in general. The course this year has benefited from contributions from the International Federation of The Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in an attempt to create in ATMC a rallying point for representatives of the national societies in the region to enhance their role in blood transfusion activities.ATMC was conceived and established as a structured regional education initiative and not a training activity. It was established by a group of professionals and not intended to be an official meeting for country representatives

It is one of the many regional initiatives for professional education. Its mission is in-keeping with EMRO educational strategy and is supported by the Education Committee of the ISBT and the ISBT Foundation under the umbrella of the ISBT International Academy 

Professional associations in general can enhance good practice and standards at regional and national levels and the initial mission of ATMC was to increase blood safety and promote the ethical and scientific basis for good transfusion practice. It is primarily a bottom-up, grass root intervention, driven by professionals to assure quality and safety in transfusion practice. This intervention is particularly important in this region because “top down” region-wide legislation to mandate a single approach to quality of transfusion practice, as is the case in the European union, is not realistic at this stage

It is an Informal professionally lead intervention that can, in the medium term, reduce diversity and drive improvement through education and sharing best practice and by influencing national policies and decision-making. 

It provides regional opportunities for continued education for those who are not able to attend and participate in formal regional activities and international meetings and helps to overcome regional isolation of transfusion medicine practitioners.

The additional intention of the executive team and the steering group of ATMC was to encourage the building up of a regional faculty and lecturers, to participate in the programmes of these courses A joint international and local scientific committee is responsible for the scientific content of the courses that started in 2004 in Jeddah as a prototype inception course and was followed over the next years by a series that covered in two courses during 2005, “Regulatory Framework for Blood Safety” and, “Update in clinical transfusion practice”. In 2006, the topic of the 3-day course was “Donors donations and blood collection”. In 2007, the theme was “Technical and scientific developments” and this year it was “Safety quality and training”. It is intended to revisit these themes in the second 5-year cycle of courses starting in Algeria in November 2009

A local organisation committee from the host country and the ISBT ATMC coordinators is responsible for the course organisation. Attendance has been very encouraging and the courses are now very popular. ATMC1 in 2005 had 68 participants from 9 countries. This year ATMC5 had 100 members from 15 countries. This initiative has created a movement in the region that is now considered an established traditional annual event. It has also provided ISBT with an opportunity to meet its educational responsibilities by creating professional partnerships with this region, which will host for the first time the XIX regional ISBT Congress, in the land of the Pharaohs, in March 2009.
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